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At the Cheddi Jagan International Airport today, before departing for New York, to address the
17th session of the Commission of Sustainable Development, a United Nations body, Head of
State Bharrat Jagdeo indicated that consultations on the national Low Carbon Development
Strategy (LCDS) will commence this month.

  

             “I’ve met with several NGOs including the three Amerindian NGOs and the
representatives of an International one.  I plan to meet with the private sector and the labour
movement when I get back.  We hope to launch the consultations for the national strategy that
will transform Guyana’s economy while addressing climate change some time later this month,”
the President said.
             The President had met with representatives of indigenous Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) - the Amerindian Peoples Association (APA), the Amerindian Action
Movement of Guyana (TAAMOG) and the National Amerindian Development Fund (NADF) on
May 8, along with Jocelyn Dow representing the International Institute for Environment and
Development (IIED) as independent consultants on behalf of the Government of Norway.
             The Head of State indicated that over a two-month period, extensive debate and
consultations will be held seeking to involve the widest cross-section of the Guyanese
population.
             The exercise will start off with a national stakeholders’ meeting in Region Four
(Demerara) that would bring together all the stakeholders – politicians, labour movement,
private sector, indigenous people, forestry users and miners. 
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             President Bharrat Jagdeo addresses the media at the Cheddi Jagan InternationalAirport on May 12 before his trip to New York to address the 17th session of theCommission of Sustainable Development           “Then we hope to have separate consultations in Regions Two and Six. These are the two(other) counties so we will have (consultations) in Essequibo, Demerara and Berbice, and thenwe’ll have a series of consultations in Regions One, Seven, Eight, Nine and Ten with ourindigenous people. We plan to then bring all the Toshaos out to have a conference. Theconsultations we will hold throughout the period will stimulate…active debates on TV and radioabout climate change and its impact on countries like ours and our model,” the Head of Statesaid. The discussion will then be taken to the National Assembly so that the Members of Parliamentcan get involved too, the President said.             The document which will guide the discussions will be released shortly. “Within a matterof two weeks you are going to see the documents that would be used as the basis for theconsultation. I had promised (this) when I launched the strategy some time ago, so this is beingdone. There is a highly technical document and then I am doing a user-friendly version so it willask some key questions and there will be answers to those questions,” the Head of State said. At the earlier meeting with the Amerindian NGOs, President Jagdeo had outlined that theLCDS will provide the broad framework of Guyana’s response to climate change and will hinge,in particular on Guyana deploying its forests to mitigate global climate change.  He further indicated that the strategy builds on work done in the last year which culminated inthe launch in December 2008 of Guyana’s Position on Avoided Deforestation which essentiallyserves as the model for the strategy’s development. President Jagdeo informed that severalinitiatives which are underway, such as the Readiness Planning Initiative with the World Bankwill be subsumed within the LCDS. President Jagdeo has been at the forefront of the carbon credit initiative, promoting themaintenance of Guyana’s pristine standing forests in exchange for funding to pursue theGovernment’s development agenda. He has already attended the World Economic Forum inDavos, Switzerland, held meetings with Prince Charles in London, and with the NorwegianPresident in that country and made presentations to members of the US Congress inWashington, D.C. earlier this year on the matter.
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